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Maria Domenica Lazzeri -Mystic, Stigmatic, Servant of
God

Maria Domenica
Lazzeri, Servant
of God (1815-
1848)
Mystic, Stigmatic,

Ecstatica

Complied from various Italian

sources by Glenn Dallaire

Maria Domenica Lazzeri,

affectionately called by the

local people "Blessed

Meneghina”, was born

March 16, 1815, in Capriana,

Italy. She was the last of five

children of Margaret and

Bortolo Lazzeri, a miller by

trade.

Early years

Maria Domenica lived a normal, peaceful childhood for her time and she graduated

from the local village school. In her early teens, she devoted herself to work, prayer

and helping the suffering, especially those affected by the epidemics that raged in

that area in the 1820’s, and she helped her neighbors and those in nearby

communities, especially in caring for the little children.

During that period, she had a love for reading the lives of saints, most notably the

writings of St Alphonsus Maria de Liguori and especially the accounts of the
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Passion and death of Jesus, in which she showed a marked preference.

The death of her father and her mysterious illness

In 1829, her father Bartolo dies of pneumonia. Maria Domenica was only thirteen.

While it is normal for a child to suffer due to the loss of her father, but for

Domenica the loss of her dad is something more: it marks the beginning of her

incredible mystical journey. Since that fateful day, her health begins to deteriorate

slowly. She is seized more and more by mysterious physical illnesses that are

unexplainable, that slowly seem to weaken her. She also enters upon a more

intense spiritual life.

For over a year, when she was between the ages of 17 and 18 years, the entire

region was infected by an influenza epidemic “the grippe". During this time, she

spent countless hours helping with the care of those in nearby families.

Mysterious illness- Becomes completely bedridden

On August 15, 1833 (the feast of the Assumption of Mary) there began what Dr.

Leonardo Cloch defined as “the long, painful illness of Maria Domenica Lazzeri.” It

began with her staying in bed with what was believed to be the flu, along with her

mother, but unlike the latter who would resume her normal activities within a

week, Domenica was to remain bedridden for the rest of her life-from age 19 to 33-

14 years total- until her holy death in January, 1848.

Complete abstinence from food and drink- lives off the Eucharist

alone

Soon afterwards, along with the strange and mysterious symptoms that plagued

her, causing her to remain bedridden, her mother Margaret realizes that at night

she seems not to sleep at all, and also she continually eats less and less. At Easter

the following year (1834), her mother called Dr Cloch. He visits "the patient" and

begins to keep meticulous records that today allow us to write this amazing story.

Progressively, over the course of a year or so, through a special grace of God, she

remarkably no longer required sleep, food or drink, except for Holy Communion,

which she received while in her bed each Sunday. She lived solely off the Eucharist

for 12 years. “For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink”

(John 6:55)
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the

extraordinary

mystical

graces. In 1835

she received

the grace of

the bleeding

Stigmata,

which was soon followed by the mystical crown of thorns. She would receive the

stigmata each Thursday evening into Friday afternoon, mystically suffering for the

conversion of sinners in union with the Passion of Jesus. On one occasion the

crown of thorns lesions in her head were counted and there were forty penetration

wounds. At times, she would also bleed through wounds in various parts of her

body, resembling the scourging. And so it is that through a special grace of God she

becomes a true living image of Jesus Crucified.

After documenting the stigmata on numerous Fridays, Dr. Leonardo Cloch, a

physician at the primary and Military Civic Hospital in Trento, who studied the

phenomenon closely, issued a report in the Annals of Universal Medicine in 1837,

and then with the help of Dr. Antonio Faes of Anthony of Padua University,

continued with similar reports to the Medical Department of Italian scientists

meeting in Congress in Naples (1845), Genoa (1846), Venice (1847).

In his written testimony Dr. Cloch states that- “the blood often drips from the feet

upward, against all laws of physics. It seems that the girl is reproducing in

herself the history of the entire passion of Christ, reaching a peak of gravity

every Friday afternoon, when, after a period of profuse bleeding, she seems to

die, or rather, falls into a state of apparent death, but soon after she recovers

completely.”

The news of this extraordinary young woman who bears the wounds of Our Lord

makes the rounds of the houses of Capriana and the surrounding countryside and

soon arrives at Trento. Bishop Blessed Giovanni de Nepomuceno Tschiderer (died

† 1860, and has been declared Blessed –editor) orders an investigation ex officio.

Such extraordinary mystical graces were not new to this holy Bishop, as already

two other women in his diocese are subject to mystical-physical phenomena: Maria

von Moerl and Crescenzia Nierklutsch .
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The fame of the young Capriana soon overcame the boundaries of Trento diocese,

and spread throughout Italy and Europe. Judging the phenomenon worthy of

being known, European publishers, began to print several popular works from

1836 to 1848, whose authors were often were eyewitnesses, affected both the

extraordinary nature of the disease, stigma, especially of virtuous endurance of

incredible suffering and the spirit of prayer lived daily by Maria Domenica.

Additionally, the story of her life attracted the attention of numerous medical

specialists from all over Europe as well as bishops and archbishops, including that

of Sydney in Australia along with countless laypeople. Regardless of the

background of the visitors, all left her full of admiration, serenity and peace,

inspired and convinced of her holiness. Many later recorded a written record of

what they had witnessed. Because of her case, there was organized various cultural

and religious debates of the time among both Catholic and Protestant groups in

Europe and Australia. Meanwhile, Maria Domenica, continued in her bed of pain

the terrible but edifying experience of Christ's Passion, both her hands and feet

stacked and grouped as one nailed together, a true living image of the Crucified.

Her other mystical gifts 

Maria Domenica had numerous other mystical gifts, such as knowledge of certain

future events, knowledge of languages never studied, and although she remained

completely bedridden, she often "knew", what was being said far away, and

through a special grace of God she could often hear the Blessed Mass being said in

the neighboring Catholic Church, and incredably she was able to repeat the days

sermon given by the local Pastor.

Domenica also had the gift of bilocation which was mentioned in the letters of

Blessed John De Nepomuceno Tschiderer, the Bishop of Trento, in which the girl

had completely disappeared more than once from her bed to find herself in

Caldaro or Tscherms to pray in union with two other stigmatized women who were

her contemporaries. 

Eventually, because of the throngs of people who were coming from all over to visit

her, this holy Bishop was obligated to implement strict measures of access to the

house by visitors, which was gladly appreciated by "Meneghina", who was unable

to bear so many visits, and was in danger of losing the calm necessary for

meditation, reflection and prayer.

This same holy bishop cautiously and prudently avoided going to visit her

personally, but in private and in writing followed her closely in her ordeals, and

expressing respect and admiration he did not hesitate in time to take his defense

against the false reports and rumors that were circulating in the British press.
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One source also gave a quote from Dr. Leonardo Cloch that stated that Domenica

herself did not require washing, and despite her stigmata and scourging wounds

bleeding profusely, afterwards her clothes and sheets were always to be found to be

white and clean. The author of these lines was unable to verify these particular

statements.

Her holy death

Like her Jesus, she was 33 years old, (the age of Christ) when she died. After

fourteen years of illness, fasting and lack of sleep, having predicted both joyful and

sad events, including the exact date of her death at the age of 33 years, “the

Sorrows of Capriana” and "The living Crucifix " as she was known leaves this vale

of tears. To the great joy and veneration of the faithful, her body remains exposed

for seven days and, at the time of burial, her body is found to smell like a delicious

bouquet of flowers.

Progression of the cause for canonization

The first official act for her cause was in 1943 followed by the official exhumation

and recognition of the body in August, 1944, but the cause was then postponed

because of the terrible events of World War II. Following fifty years of neglect and

silence, the cause was taken up again in the early 1990's and on April 4, 1995 the

Archbishop of Trento, Giovanni Maria Sartorio, celebrated in the Church the

opening of the process of beatification of the Servant of God, Maria Domenica

Lazzeri. Following a successful progression in the local Diocese of Trento, the

cause moved to Rome to the responsible Vatican congregation in 2000.

There are no pictures of her, but only an early portrait that depicts her in bed with

the stigmata visible and her hands grouped and joined together, as if by nails.

__________________

Servant of God Domenica Lazzeri, pray for us!
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Rhoda Wise

 

St Bernadette of Lourdes

 

St Padre Pio

 

Domenica Lazzeri, Servant of

God
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Blessed Mariam Baouardy

 

Fr. Luis Maria Andreu

 

Garabandal Apparitions

 

St Mary Magdalene -First

woman mystic of the Church
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"WHY DO  YOU TALK TO  ME AS IF I  AM  SO FAR  AWAY? I  AM  VERY  NEAR....IN

YOUR HEART."

"ASK ME FOR  LOVE. ASK  ME; I  AM  BURNING WITH DESIRE TO  GIVE IT TO

YOU"

"TALK TO  ME.  FOR  ME THERE IS NO  SWEETER PRAYER"

- WORDS  OF OUR LORD  TO  GABRIELLE  BOSSIS.

CLICK HERE  FOR  HOME PAGE  
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